News For Apple lls 


Newsletter for the Regina Apple II Group. 

Deadlines: The Ongoing 
Task 

By Derick Browne, of the Regina Apple II 
Group. 

These are the tales of RAGEDITOR. His 
continuing mission: to explore strange new software, 
to seek out new reviews and interesting articles, to 
boldly create a new edition of the newsletter ever}' 
month. 

Okay, so it's not Star Trek. It is an accurate 
summary of what a newsletter editor does, though. 
Over the years which I've been the newsletter editor. 
I've seen the newsletter evolve from AppleWorks <1.2) 
text and paste-in graphics, to the smooth, polished 
—* and attractive publication 

53!_ the it has become today. 

^ (Excuse me a minute while I 
shrink my head back to 

normal size. There, that's 

J better.) With all humility 

J/* (now that I've found that too), 

I think I do a good job of 
creating a newsletter that is informative, 

entertaining, and interesting. I haven't received 

much in the way of comments about the newsletter, so 
I guess I must be doing something right. Of course, 
should anyone wish to offer suggestions or ideas for 
improvement, I'm always eager to listen. 

The newsletter has grown over the years until it 
has stabilized at its current size of four double sided 
pages <8 by 14 inch). I wonder if anyone (other than 
other newsletter editors, on whose behalf I am writing 
this article) has any idea of the 
effort and time involved in k * 
creating this newsletter. J|| A A 
Compared to publications like w f \ 

Scarlett (Big Red Computer LJ H w 
Club), Maple Orchard (LOGIC, a B ■ 
user group) or Apples B.C. News ® ' 

(Apples RC. Computer Society, this newsletter is 
tiny and the effort small. At least that's what it looks 
like. There are many similarities though. All editors 
face two major tasks: deadlines, and getting articles. 

Deadlines are a fact of life in creating and 
putting out a newsletter. You soon learn to plan 
ahead and try to have part of the next newsletter done 
when the current newsletter is finished!. You never 
know when your computer or printer might decide to 
pack it in. An editor must get the newsletter to the 
publisher (if he's not the same person as the editor) 
in time to be copied for the meeting. Usually this 
isn't a problem, but every now and then the best 
^ photocopy machine takes 

an unscheduled vaca- 

\ Deadlines take 

7T] second place to a more 

1 _ f serious matter: 

" ^—*-*—r articles. Filling up an 

edition of a newsletter, can sometimes be 
difficult when you run low on articles. Colli 

So it is important to try to have as many rh * 

sources of articles as possible. The p AS H T 
usual sources are articles from p rtl Jf nd 1 
members, articles from other Deadlines 
newsletters, and information from online Vaporwar 
services, like bulletin boards. Often, a Miscellar 
newsletter editor writes articles for the Hardware 

newsletter he edits. This article you are Archlve . 

reading is an example. 
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IW II Carriage Return Ribbon 

From: SteveA38 

Can anyone tell me where to reconnect the 
ribbon that keeps the carriage from returning 
too far to the left? It's still attached to the 
carriage, the other end came unhooked. I'd 
hate to have to find an Apple dealer who would 
probably just say "It goes right here, pay as 
you leave." 

Subj: It goes right there »» 

From: WinkieJim 

This is going to be hard not having a IWII 
to look at but. Move the carraige to the far 
right with the ribbon cable wraped under the 
carraige to' „ ± 

the left (a A# y 

gentel turn ^ST 

the 

ribbon). Then 

look at the V VT/ 

bottom there is a black plactic cover that slips 
off to the right I belive. remove it then you 
should see the connector where the cable goes 
in. Plug it in and replace the cover... 

Subj: It WENT right there »»> 

From: SteveA38 

May you live a long and prosperous life; 
long enough to be a hassle to your children.;) 
I did just like you said. The place it plugs in 
isn't right under that black plate, but 

removing the plate made 
me notice it and then the 
hardest part was 
figuring out how far to 
push it in. (I wondered 
why the cable had a 45 
* deg. crease in it.) 

Subj: Kensington update 

From: KeithW23 

Some while back, there was a folder here 
about Kensingtpn products. I had a lejtter in 
there about their Turbo-Mouse not turbo-ing. 
Others agreed with me. Here's an update, for 
those of you thinking about one for 
Christmas... 

I sent the unit in t;o Kensington, finally, 
for repair. They called me and said "What's 
your problem?". I tried to 
patiently explain to the ^ 
service person, the difference 
between what they advertise 
for the unit and reality... ^ 

The "Turbo" feature of the mouse is 
mm—mmmmmmmm Supposed to be an 

BlltS ACCELERATION of the cursor 

^ * when you move the mouse fast, 

ask Turns versus the motion you get when 

.For instance: put your 

;. 7 finger on the ball. Move it to a 

^ us stop on the right, then to a stop 

Conference on i e f(- Th e cursor move 

.about 1/2 to 3/4 of the screen 

width, if you move it slowly. 
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Picking 

articles for an 
edition of the 
newsletter, is 
like doing a 
jigsaw pu 22 le. 
You put a large piece here and fill in the rest of 
the column or page with a small piece. Sometimes 
the pieces don't fit and you have to start over. The 
source of an article is almost as important as the 
size and content of the article. After all, you don't 
want to fill the newsletter with articles by one 
person, nor do you want too many articles from 
other newsletters in yours. If you do this, it 
doesn't do much for the user groups you exchange 
newsletters with. They've already seen the article 
(you got it from their newsletter after all) and 
they'd like to see something different in your 
newsletter. That's why they are exchanging 
newsletters with you, after all. 

The other component of a newsletter is the 
graphics that go into it. I think the 
most time consuming part of 
creating a newsletter is picking 
the graphics that go with an 
article. Often, it is difficult to find 
graphics that match the topic of an 
article, so you have to use graphics 
from many different sources. 

When I first started editing the 
newsletter, I wrote nearly all the articles that 
appeared in it. The newsletter was only two pages 
(1 sheet double sided) then, so it didn't take much 
to fill an edition. Today, though, it is a different 
story. With eight pages (four sheets double sided) 
to fill, I'm always looking for articles and new 
graphics. Until I joined America Online (at the 
time it was known as AppleLink, the Personal 
Edition) my sources for new articles were other 
newsletters, reviews written by members of the 
club, and reviews that I wrote myself. With 
America Online and the User Group Newsletter 
Exchange area, I have access to reviews from User 
Groups across Canada and the United States. 
America Online also gives me access to shareware 

and freeware. This new 
software provides 

inspiration to write 
reviews, for the newsletter. 

The design of the 
newsletter (eg. number of 
columns per page) is 
constantly undergoing 
small changes, in ap effort 
to improve it. I believe that no newsletter is poorly 
designed, and that no newsletter cannot be 
improved in some small way. I find that studying 
the newsletters from other groups can oftei) give a 
person new ideas on how their newsletter could be 
changed. 

With the passing years, I've migrated to using 
different programs to create the newsletters. First 
it was AppleWorks, then Multiscribe (Ile/c), and 
finally Publish It! 3 (the latest version of this 
program). I suppose that since I have an Apple 
Ilgs, I might be expected to switch to a Ilgs desk top 
publishing program like GraphicWriter III or 
Medley 2.0. Well, I'm not 
really interested because 
Publish It! 3 does all I want 
and need for right now. If I 
had an Apple LaserWriter, 

I could even print to it 
using Publish It! 3. (Not 
much chance of that, 
though.) The enhancements 
with version 3 make 
Publish It! even better, and 
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When you move it faster, 
the speed sensors inside are 
supposed to move the cursor 
farther than the first time - 
perhaps a full screen width. But 
with mine, I got the same total 
motion, no matter what. That 
ISN'T what the literature says. And the service 
person can't understand the difference. He merely 
says, "So, what's your problem? Yours is probably 
the best-working example of this unit we've HAD in 
here !" - Thanks. Send it back. 

I do like the unit. I'm glad I bought it. I sure 
wish it would do what they advertised it would do ! 
Subj: Hmm.. Me problems too.. 

From: Lyle Fong 

Well, I bought one (Turbo Mouse). 

It doesn't have the acceleration features., only 
for the Mac.. As for mine, my rollers are very 
rough., in that it is not SMOOTH as I see demos to 
be., same for you? 

Subj: smooth rollers 

From: KeithW23 
Lyle - the rollers WILL smooth 
up, as you use it... They have on 
mine. 

You know, I was using a Mac 
SE today, and its' regular mouse 
had the acceleration feature ! Pity 
the Turbo won't work as advertised. 

However, it isn't the end, yet ... When I get the 
mouse back from Kensington, I'm going to write to 
SOMEone there, explaining the problem we GS 
owners have... Will get back on and let you know 
what transpires. 

Subj: 24-pin Dot Matrix printer 
From: GEMs Daddy 

I'd like to buy a 24-pin Dot Matrix printer, but I 
was wondering about graphics compatibility with 
programs such as 
TO.SuperFonts, TO. Graph, ( } ))) }—■—— 
etc. I doubt that there would 
be any compatibility problems with straight text, 
but this graphics stuff could cause some real 
problems. Does anyone have any suggestions for a 
specific printer? 

Subj: 24 pin Printer 
From: Smitty 

The only one I would think of is the 
ImageWriter LQ, its about $990 its a 24 pin DMP 
(or 27, I forget!) Anyway, I'm mot sure about 
compatibility unless the software has IWLQ as one 
of the choices. Sorry, I'm chugging along without 
TimeOut with Publish It 2 and that can use use a 
LaserWriter or LW Pl;us (the pld ones) and fh^ LQ in 
Image II emulation (9' pins only) mode. The current 
GS/OS driver is set to run the LQ at image II mode, 
and the new one should be released in a short while 
Subj: 27 PIN IMAGEWRITER 
From: Ronll6 j j | 

Do not, repeat do not buy the ImageWriter LQ. 
There is no support out there from Apple or 
anybody to support the increased pins on this 
printer. I have had one for 2 years hoping Apple 
would come out with a driver for its own printer for 
the Ilgs and nothing, nada!! 

Subj: Panasonic 1124? 

From: GEMs Daddy 
I've heard about the 
Panasonic 1124(?) 24-pin 
printer, but if the IW 27-pin gets 
no drivers, etc, I guess that the 
Panasonic would be even worse 
off. I guess that I'll keep the ol' C.Itoh Prowriter 
for now... 

Subj: 24-pin support 
From: AFL TracyP 

Tom, no one, so far as I know, supports all 24 
pins of the Panasonic. The best you're going to be 
able to do is 9-pin emulation. If anyone knows 
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I have a large commitment to Publish It! in terms 
of extra fonts and graphics libraries. 

There is a saying, "Do your job well, and no one 
will know how hard it is." So, the reason for this 
article about what it takes to create a newsletter, 
is to try to show you that the editor of your local 
group's newsletter is putting a lot of time and 
effort into the monthly edition that you expect to 
receive. Your local newsletter editor isn't getting 
paid for this, nor does he expect to. He also doesn't 
expect you to shower him with praise each month 
{maybe with money, but if you do that don't use 
loonies, they hurt.) What does he expect? Well, not 
much really. Only two things. 

First, suggestions for new articles. Do you want 
more information about games? Programming? 
AppleWorks? Do you have an interest in a specific 
hardware product? 

Second, articles. I can 
hear the excuses already. "I 
den't knew hew te write." "I 
den't knew what te write 
abeut. " “I den't have any new 
se/tware." "Ne ene weuld be 
Interested In what I have te 
say." "Why sheuld IP" 

Speaking as newsletter 
editor, let me remind you that I'm supposed to 
EDIT (as in change) articles that members give me 
for inclusion in the newsletter. So, you don't 
have to know how to write well. Just write a 
review, as though you were talking to one person 
about the program or device. Let me worry about 
making you 'sound' okay. That's my job. 

Write about what interests you or what you use 
your computer for. Are you really good at using 
‘macros' in AppleWorks? Write.about that. Is there 
a game you're really good at? Write about that. Do 
you really dislike a certain game, or are you 
having trouble with some program? Write about 
that. The key word here is “write". 

You don't have to have the latest game or 
program to write a review. Write about an old 
program that you still use. Why 
do you still use it? Write about an 
old game that you like to play a 
lot. Why do you still like it? Can 
you still buy the game? Can you 
offer any tips on playing the 
game? Write about a program that 
has served you well in the past. 

Just write. 

Everyone is interested in something, and 
chances are that someone is interested in what you 
have to say. (You're reading this aren't you? I 
guess you must be interested in what I have to 
say.) Of course, you may not get much of a 
response to your plans for world domination, but 
what have you got to loose by trying? Who knows, 

maybe someone out there 
can tell you how to get past 
the dragon and get the 
magic mirror. Pick a topic 
that interests you and 
write down your thoughts 
about it. 

The answer to the 
classic “why should I" 
question is {the envelope 
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different, I'll be glad to learn it. 

The only possible exception may be Word 
Perfect, who, it is rumored, supports every printer 
in the WORLD. :) 

Subj: IMAGEWRITER II SELF-TEST 



From: FrankW35 

I have a IIGS and an Imagewriter II. After 
having some trouble with 
PnntShop GS printout I 
checked the dip switches and 
found that they don't match the 
positions in the ImageWriter 
manual {the two you're not 
supposed to touch ,SW2 5 and 6 
are they supposed to be like broken off at the top?) 
SW2-6 is up on mine and in the manual diagram it's 
down. What gives? 

I ran the imagewriter self test and everything 
seemed to work fine, but the printout did not come 
to several points like in the manual diagram. Also, 
the manual shows the printout on the self test as 
showing DIPSW2 as (1101). mine is (1100). Also the 
manual sample printout shows Ram O kb AT= ON. 
Mine shows AT=OFF. 

Can anyone help? 

Subj: New printer? Bought used? 

From: AFL TracyP 

If yours is a new printer, hurry it back to your 
dealer before the warranty runs out. If you bought 
it used, or have had it for a while, try 
setting the dip switches back to the 
manual indications. I know, it's gonna 
be difficult for those where the switch 
tops are broken off, but see what you 
can do, and let us know how it works 
out. 



Subj: imagewriter self-test 
From: FrankW35 

It's a new printer {but past 90 days.grrrrr.) I've 
never changed SW2 5 or 6 {not that I recall) so I 
can't figure out why mine is different from the 
manual. If these switches were set incorrectly, what 
would be the symptoms? The manual says they 
control hammer-fire timing. 

Also, what is the difference between AT Off on 
the sample imagewriter self test and AT On when I 
run it? Is my self test supposed to come to points at 
the bottom like the picture in the manual? Are 
these too many questions? Thanks. 

Subj: DON'T TOUCH THEM SWITCHES! 
From: AFA Ray 

Although they don't do much, those switches are 
set at the factory to align the print. They help to 
make up for any slop in the print mechanism. Every 
printer is not set thejsame. If it works, don't fix it! 

Subj: The GS and Non-IW2 Printers 
From: DangardAce 

— What is the lowdown on printers other 

. than the Imagewriter on the GS? At 

■ AppleFest the FingerPrint Plus guys had 

- the HP PaintJet running on the GS, but 

= said it was only limited to making really 

= excellent quality screen dumps, they 

- couldn't do anything until Apple wrote a 

- GS printer driver for the PaintJet. (Then 

— again if these guys were smart enough to 
do it in hardware, it boggles the mind as to why they 
couldn't have carried it to software! Probably to get 
people to buy their hardware!:() 

And I have also heard of people hooking up HP 
DeskJets and DeskJet Plusses as well as LaserJets 
to IIGS's using a standard parallel interface, the 
GS/OS Epson driver, and either creating 
straightforward text or they use an Epson emulator 
cartridge to get the graphics. No one 
seems willing to state for a fact exactly 
how and when they did it! I think all us 
GS owners could benefit if someone came 
up and got on the old soapbox and told 
us. I've seen the DeskJet and + 









please...) to help 
yourself, as well as 
others. I realise this 
answer may sound 
strange, but let me 
explain before you call 
the men in the white 
coats. Everyone is good 
at something they use 
their computer for. 

Why not share your 
knowledge with others, and help them? They will 
return the favor, and you'll both benefit. 

What you get out of a user group is 
exactly what you're willing to put in it. 
Zero effort gives zero results. Speaking strictly for 
myself, I like writing articles because it gives me 
a chance to speak out, and it's a great feeling when 
one of my articles appears in another group’s 
newsletter. It's a touch of fame. 

Before I go, I'd like to explain how I became the 
newsletter editor. When the old editor retired {see 
they don't just die off), it was suggested that I 
might be interested in taking over. 
I wasn't at the meeting when this 
was decided, I was sick {or else 
working) that weekend. I accepted 
the position {I must still have been 
sick at the time). I admit I was 
very unsure of myself when I first 
started. Writing articles for the 
newsletter is one thing. Editing 
the whole thing is another. With 
comments, suggestions and 
encouragement from the membership and 
especially the executives, I managed to churn out 
an edition each month. Each edition got better and 
better. 

The same is true of writing articles, stories 
and software reviews. The first one may not seem 
very good, but as you practice you get better. So 
give it a try. Write a paragraph or two about your 
favorite {or least favorite) program and drop it off 
to me. I'll withhold your name from the article, if 
you wish. 

I'd like to take this opportunity to thank all 
the members who have written 
articles, and the many writers 
whose articles, that came from 
other newsletters and online 
services, I have used in this 
newsletter. 

If anyone wishes to discuss 
articles or topics for the 
newsletter with me, just give me a call {586-7371) or 
chat with me at one of the meetings. 

Your friendly, neighbourhood 

newsletter editor. 


AS THE DISK TURNS: 
PART 1 

By Dan Gutman 

My wife just became obsolete. 

No, I'm not going on a ski trip with Marla 
Maples or anything. Like many people, my wife's 
career is suddenly being threatened by computers. 

Nina is an illustrator. Over the past six years, 
she's built up a good reputation drawing charts, 
graphs, and maps for magazines such as 
Psychology Today, Discover, Scholastic, and many 
others. 

Last week, two of her clients 
informed Nina that unless she 
started doing her work on 
computer, they wouldn't hire her 
anymore. Just like the horse and 






discounted down to the 
$600-700 range., why should I 
settle for the Imagewriter if I 
don't need color, or a 
LaserWriter if I need 
professional quality output but 
can't afford to heave ho with 
$4000? 

The people should know! 

Subj: Re: The GS and Non-IW2 Printers 

From: IanGl 

Orange Micro of Grappler fame were apparently 
working on an interface for HP lasers and jets. All 
they had to do was write the software to make their 
Mac products work on the IIGS, but I never 
managed to find out what happened to this project. 

It might be worth investigating. 

Subj: Re: The GS and Non-IW2 Printers 

From: AFL TracyP 

Dangard, the FingerPrint people aren't trying to 
stiff you into buying their card. They were right 
when they said their compatibility with those 
high-quality color printers 
extends only to making sharp 
screen dumps. It cannot be used 
for text printing at all. You can 
bet that if they were able to figure 
out a printer driver to work under 
System 5.0 they'd do it. The world 
cries for such tools. 

Subj: Apple II works with DeskJET! 

From: DangardAce 

Okay, I finally waded through all my Apple 
mags, and found the answer in August's A2-Central, 
page 5.53.. this guy used the lie to drive an HP 
DeskJet and got beautiful printouts, so I'd imagine 
the same could be done on the IIGS.. since its 
default serial settings are the same as the He.. 

"I replaced the Imagewriter with a Hewlett 
Packard DeskJet Plus inkjet printer. The quality 
is exceptional as you can see from this letter. 
Hooking it up was easy. It has built in serial and 
Centronics parallel ports. To use the serial 
interface all I needed was an Apple lie to 
Imagewriter I or Scribe printer cable. I configured 
Appleworks 2.0 using the custom printer option and 
within 15 minutes I was up and running. 

HP also makes an Epson FX emulation 
cartridge for this printer, which I plan to purchase. 
With this cartridge I should be able to do graphics 
as well as text. {Item about using with Publish-It 
delete} 

The real bonus was that I purchased the 
DeskJet for $650 mail order, which made it a far 
less expensive alternative than the Imagewriter LQ 
with a cut sheet feeder." ! j 

I figure you could do the same with Appleworks 
2.1/3.0 and a Ilgs with a IIGS/Mac Plus to 
Imagewriter I cable. And if they make \a 24-pin 
cartridge emulator, who needs a Laser? :)j Gonna 
have to try this out! ) 

Subj: Whoops! 

From: DangardAce 

Gee, I forgot to mention the HP DeskJet Idea 
came from A2-Central! Tom, if you're listening, I'm 
sending you the $.15 in the mail!:) 

On an aside: the DeskJet Plus comes with both a 
standard Centronics parallel port and RS-232 
serial port, so you could have it both ways., either 
use something like a ProGrappler or GS compatible 
parallel card, or just the serial cable, depending on 
which type of application you were going to use., the 
Epson/Parallel driver for GS/OS programs and the 
serial cable for P8 programs sounds like a good bet. 

Subj: HP DeskJet and the Apple Ilgs 

From: DaveOesper 

I have had an HP DeskJet printer hooked to my 
Apple Ilgs for about eight months now. I highly 
recommend this excellent (and relatively 
inexpensive) printer. I am very pleased with its 
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• buggy manufacturers at the 
beginning of the century, my 
wife's skills have become 
unnecessary due to the march of 
technology. 

Deep down inside, I have to 
admit I'm secretly pleased. 

Ever since we met, I've been telling her that she 
should learn to draw on computer before the 
inevitable day when it would put her out of work. 
"Besides," I keep telling her, "you'll be able to do 
your work faster and easier on computer than with 
pen and ink." 

She always resisted these overtures. She 

dislikes computers, and is afraid of them. She's 
also afraid that drawing on a 

computer screen will take away the 

pleasure she gets from drawing with 
ink on paper. 

I must admit I had a little "I told 
you so" feeling when she got the news. 
But my gloating came to a halt 
quickly when I found out how much 
this new computer system was going to 

set us back. 

All the technical illustrators use Macintoshes, 
she was told by her art directors. Specifically, 
she'll need a Macintosh Ilci with five megabytes of 
RAM and an 80 megabyte hard disk drive. All this 
sounded very amusing to Nina, by the way, who 
wouldn't know a megabyte from a megavitamin. 

She'll also need a color monitor, and the 
monitor has to be big—two full pages, so she could 
draw a magazine layout and see the entire drawing 
on the screen at once. 

She'll need a scanner, so she can take existing 
artwork from books, magazines, and her own files 
to manipulate and turn into new creations. {Before 
computers, illustrators used tracing paper.) 

She'll also need a laser printer. The quality of 
the dot matrix printing I use 
in my work is nowhere near 
what she needs for finished 
art, especially for precise 
line drawings. 

Armed with this 
information, I went to my 
local computer store to see what a system like this 
would cost. (Readers may think that hot shot 
computer writers get all this stuff for free. Guess 
again.) 

I had already resigned myself to the fact that 
the $10,000 we had hoped to put away for our son's 
college education might very well have to go into 
Nina's computer instead. 

I was a bit off. Here's my price quote they gave 
me... 

Apple Macintosh IICX: $3,999, Radius two page 
color display: $3,499, Radius color video board: 
$2,995, Apple scanner: $1,499, Apple LaserWriter II: 
$1699, LaserWriter controller: $1891, Keyboard: 
$109, Cables: $155, Preparing the system: $49.95 

Grand total with sales tax: $16,982.15. 

After the salesman helped me 
to my feet, I was able to reflect 
more philosophically on this 
purchase. My first full time job 
paid me $12,000 a year. Our car 
cost us $11,000. Now we have to 
pay 16 Gs for a COMPUTER?! 

And that doesn't include 
software, a service contract, or 
training, which my 

computerphobic wife will 
certainly need to learn how to use 
the thing. Suddenly that old 
obsolete pen and ink on paper 
didn't seem so bad after all. 
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performance. However, there is 
problem you should be aware of. 
The DeskJet (as do all ink jet 
printers, I understand) uses 
water-soluble ink. One drop of 
moisture on the page — at any 
time in the future — and bazowie, your document 
will self-destruct before your eyes. I wish HP would 
develop a non-water-soluble ink for these printers. 
The print quality is great - unless the page gets 
wet. 

By the way, I am using WordPerfect version 2.1e 
which has a full set of printer drivers for the HP 
DeskJet and its font cartridges. WordPerfect is, in 
my opinion, a truly superb word processor for the 
Apple Ilgs. But alas, if you want to generate 
graphics on the DeskJet from the Apple Ilgs, there 
seems to be no software on the market which makes 
full use of the printer's graphics capabilities. In 
desperation, I purchased the Epson emulation 
cartridge, but this is a far cry from what a native 
DeskJet driver for the Apple Ilgs would do. 

Subj: H.P. Deskjet + Printer 
From: CarlOl 
My company has a H.P. 

Deskjet + connected to an 
AT&T {IBM clone). 

It does a super job on 
printing text and graphics. 

The information that came 
with the printer indicated 
that a Epson card was 
required for use with Apple 
systems. Does anyone know 
if they mean Macintosh 
when they say Apple, or can 
it be connected to a Ilgs. I 
would like to get a printer that does a better job 
than the Imagewriter and Imagewriter II printers 
that I now have (I publish a newsletter once a 
month, etc.). At around $600-700 the inkjet printer 
seems to be the best bet. Any comments? 

Subj: Deskjet and GS 
From: IanGl 

I have no direct experience, but I have in the 
past paged through a deskjet (not the plus) manual, 
which contained specific instructions for setting it 
up with the IIGS. I don't see why a deskjet plus 
should be any different. Try looking through the 
users manual, if you have it, or perhaps give HP a 
call. 

Subj: Deskjet to Ilgs 
From: Lyle Fong 

Well, I have fiddled with everything.. Grappler 
LS/LQ don't work with the Ilgs.. neither does the 
C/Mac/GS. You can hook up the Deskjet tpthe Ilgs 
via a cable.. But only some software (WordPerfect is 
one) can access it via it's own drivers. Grappler 
told me they would consider making a device to 
hook up the IIGs to the Deskjet and others as soon 
as Apple makes a 24 pin driver for the Ilgs. (The 
Imagewriter LQ driver only emulates an 
Imagewriter II.) But if you buy the Epson emulation 
cartridge for the Deskjet, then hook it up to the Ilgs, 
you can use the Epson Driver in GS/OS to use the 
printer. That, I have not tried, but it should work. 
Subj: DeskJet & IIGS 
From: Pig bit 

I have not had personal experience, however a 
HP rep had one of the persons in our User Group 
take home a DeskJet, and he had it hooked up to his 
GS. The Deskjet had to have a Epson emul. and it 
did just that emul. a 
9-pin Espon. Output was 
less than the 

ImagerWnter II. 

Subj: Printer 
From: PaulMonroe 
THATS RIGHT! The 
best you can get is 9 pin 














Thoughts raced through my 
head. Maybe Nina could 
switch careers—become a 
tractor trailer driver or 
something. Maybe my son 
wouldn't want to go to college 
Maybe instead of getting the 
computer, we should get a 
divorce. It would be a lot 
cheaper, for me at least. 

When I came back to reality, I sat down and 
tried to think of a way we could pull this thing off 
without sending us to the poorhouse. I'll tell you 
about that in Part II of "As The Disk Turns..." 





AS THE DISK TURNS: 
PART II 

By Dan Gutman 

How do you cope with computer sticker shock? 

When we last left Nina {my wife), she had just 
learned that she would have to throw away her old 
drawing board and begin 
creating her illustrations on 
a Macintosh. Worse, she 
learned that the system she 
will need to continue her 
livelihood will cost almost 
$17,000. 

This is a problem facing many computer users. 
You look through all the magazines and go through 
all the computer stores, carefully selecting the 
equipment you need. Then you put it all together 
and find your wallet goes into cardiac arrest. 

Nina and I pursued a number of strategies to 

get her the computer she 
needs for less money... 

1. She could make 
sacrifices. As The 
Rolling Stones said, 
"You can't always get 
what you want, but if you 
try sometime, you get what you need." 

Maybe Nina could do without a laser printer 
($3,000). She could take her disks down to the local 
copy shop to print out her artwork. Maybe she 
could do her work on a regular-size color monitor 
($700) instead of a two-page monitor ($4,000). 

Without those two components, her system 
would be a much more reasonable (but still 
outrageous) $9,000. Our son would still have hopes 
of going to college someday. 

We thought about it, and made a decision—no. 
Artists have to see their work on paper, and it 
would be ridiculous to run 
down to a copy shop every 
time Nina had to print 
something out. She needs 
her own laser printer. 

She also needs the big 
monitor. Frequently Nina 
draws two-page magazine 
spreads, and she has to see the whole layout on the 
screen at once. 

Creating art is my wife's business, we decided, 
and she should have the equipment she needs to do 
her job well. 

2. She could negotiate a better price. We tried 
this. We went back to the computer store and told 
the salesman we had $10,000 to spend and not a 
penny more. What could he do for us? 

He went into a back room and wheeled out this 
computer that looked like it had been 
captured from the Germans during 
World War II. Or maybe World War I. 

We told him Nina had to have a 
Macintosh system. The salesman said 
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Epson emulation but worse yet 
thats all you are ever going to 
get unless Apple (FAT 
CHANCE) or somebody else 
comes up with a driver. 

Subj: HP DeskJet and the 
Apple Ilgs 

From: DaveOesper 
Let's set the record straight. I have had an HP 
DeskJet hooked up to my Apple Ilgs for about eight 
months, and I love it! The only thing you have to 
use Epson emulation for (requiring a separate font 
cartridge) is graphics. To my knowledge, there is 
not yet any Apple Ilgs software that will output 
graphics to the DeskJet or DeskJet Plus without the 
Epson font cartridge. This is too bad. On the other 
hand, for straight text, any GS software will use the 
printer's full capabilities, and the quality is 
excellent — much better than the ImageWriter, etc. 
I am using WordPerfect GS 2.1 with this printer, 
and I am very satisfied with the results. As far as I 
am concerned, the HP DeskJet and DeskJet Plus are 
a "best buy". The only problem is that all ink-jet 
printers, including this one, uses water-soluble ink. 
So don't let the paper get wet after you've printed! 

By the way, WordPerfect fully supports the 
DeskJet and DeskJet Plus and all its font 
cartridges. A great combination! 

Subj: DeskJet* & Apple II series 

From: BH1C69 

Carl... 

I've been using a DeskJet* with an Apple lie 
with great success for several months now. 
Excellent output. All that was needed is an 
ImageWriter I cable connected to the serial port of 
the HP, an Epson emulation cartridge for those 
programs like PrintShop that don't have an HP 
driver for Apple, and setting the dips to 1-1,1-3, and 
1-8 up - all others down. 

It may not be for everybody but it works for me. 
I sold my ImageWriter II for 80% of what I paid 
three years ago and have to say I never got output 
this good with it. 

Subj: DeskJet* 8c Epson Emulation Card. 
From: BillC69 

Carl Oesper is absolutely correct. The HP 
DeskJet works with the Apple II series in native 
mode just great for text based applications like 
WordPerfect or AppleWorks. The Epson cartridge 
is needed only when graphics are an issue. Only at 
that point does output seem like a 9pin Epson. And 
guys, 9 pin Epson graphics quality is not bad! 

Subj: Imagewriter II Commands 
From: MarkHulmel 

Does anyone know the ascii commands to turn 
underlining on and to turn it off? 

Subj: Underline on/off 
From: AFL TracyP 

Mark, here they are.in the IWII User's 

Guide.... 

Underline begin: ESC X Ascii 27 88 
Underline end : ESC Y Ascii 27 89 

Subj: IIC Composite Fuses Blown 
From: Mark555 

My lie composite monitor looses a fuse about 
once a month. Sometimes it occurs during use; 
other times it seems to go as I turn on the monitor. 
Since the problem is so intermittent and I can't 
duplicate the problem at will, I am reluctant to take 
it to a dealer for service. Any ideas what might be 
causing this or if it would be readily 
diagnosed/repaired by a dealer? 

Subj: lie Monitor Blues... 

From: AFA Ray 
Mark.. How many screws 
did you have to take out to get 
to the fuse? Last time I took one 
apart it was about 26 screws... 

LTgh.. Which fuse is it by the 
way? I think there is one on the 


















he'd give her a break—he'd throw 
in a box of floppy disks for free. 
Gee, thanks! 

3. She could buy her system 
through mail order. We looked 
in the back of Macuser magazine 
and found several companies 
that put together complete Mac 
systems at a discount. Now 
THIS seemed promising. 

But I have a few problems with mail order. I 
don't mind buying a dust cover or some printer 
ribbons this way, but I'm uncomfortable making 
such a large purchase. The mail order companies 
are honest, I'm sure, but every so often you hear 
about some guy getting ripped off, and I don't want 
it to be that guy. 

Besides, if the computer breaks down, what 
would we do? You can't get 
Apple's official AppleCare 
service contract through a 
mail order company, and 
Apple dealers are reluctant 
to service computers they 
don't sell. 

I made a few calls to mail order firms anyway. 
One of them could put together a system for less 
money, but we decided the savings didn't 
compensate for the aggravation. Nix to mail order. 

4. We could pull off a scam. I'm a syndicated 
computer columnist, aren't I? Surely I could make 
a few phone calls to the right people and a $17,000 
system would probably be waiting on our front lawn 
the next morning. 

Not exactly. I called Apple and 
asked if they offer “editorial discounts" 
to the press. No dice. I called a few 
software publishers I know and asked if 
they could get me a system, cheap. 
They didn't want to risk their 
relationship with Apple. 

I even inquired about my wife 
becoming an "Apple Software 
Developer" so she could get equipment 
at a discount. (What a joke! My wife 
has never even TO\JCHED a computer!) 
Apple sent us the forms, but it would 
take months to be accepted, and they 
charge $600 a year. 

None of these various tricks seemed to work for 
us. Our only option would be to shop around at 
other computer stores and see if there was one that 
offered a better price than the first store. 

And I'll tell you about that in Part Three of "As 
The Disk Turns. 



Vaporware 

by Murphy Sewall 

(Apple Pulp H.U.G.E Apple Club - June 1990) 
(Appeared in Apples B.C. News - June 1990) 

Apple is beta testing a number of products intended 
to, eventually make the distinctin between the Macintosh 
and the older II line functionally irrelevant. Ilgs 
Operating System 6 and Ilgs HyperCard (yes, they really 
are in beta test) will make the Ilgs appear more Mac-like 
than ever. A "Multi-Finder Ilgs" which allows hard disk 
space to be used as virtual RAM also is nearing 
marketable shape. Future Apple computers are likely to 
offer compatibility with older software by using the 
technology of the He on a chip which manages the I/O 
and video on the Mac Ilfx . (Did everyone catch John 
Sculley's reference to the "Mactintosh Ilgs" during Apple 
Vision 90's for educators on April 24?) Apple has, but 
has not committed to market, a Mac Plus board for the 
Ilgs as well as the 16 MHz 68000 "under $2,000" color 
(under $1,500 black and white) Mac SE compatible with 
Apple II coprocessor. An Apple II board for the Mac II 
family also is in beta test. 
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power board, and one on the * 
video board itself. If it was me, 

I would put in a slightly bigger 
fuse, like a 2.5 if a 2.0 was 
there before. It would last 
longer, but try this at your own 
risk. If you mess things up, v 
forget where you saw this! Sam's Photofacts has 
schematics for the lie system, if you are a 
do-it-yourselfer. The set of schematics run $40 for 
the He system. Includes monitor, drive, 
motherboard, power supply, and keyboard 

schematics. Call directory assistance in 

Indianpolis, IN for Howard W. Sams & Co. I don't 
have the number handy. 

Subj: More on this... 

From: Mark555 

There are four screws to take off the back, then 
the fuse is the more accessible one. My dealer says 
they won't likely find a cause unless they can 
reproduce the problem, but forget that... It takes a 
"3.15 slow blow" fuse. What would you recommend 
changing it to? I'm not too confident about the strip 
of metal approach... 

Subj: Try this 

From: Herr Fixit 

Replace the fuse with a 3.25 - 3 amp slow blow 
and see if that holds up. I think you'll be pretty safe 
with that change. • 

Subj: America Online/RAMdrive problem 

From: Dave5 

I cannot get my software (Ver. 1.20) to recognize 
my 192K RAMdrive, with Ramworks 3. I format the 
RAM, start up AOL, list volumes, and am unable to 
access /RAM/. Any ideas? 

Subj: Move /RA 

From: AFL TracyP 

Dave, use the SLOTCHANGER program on the 
AE disk to move /RAM to s4,d2. The AO software 
trashes anything in s3,d2 on bootup. 

Subj: IIGS and LaserWriter 

From: Big Russs 

Help!!! I am not sure what base to ask questions 
on, but I need to connect a Ilgs and a LaserWriter. I 
am a bone head so basics are necessary, like what 
hardware is needed, where it is pluged in at, and 
soft ware to use. I read somewhere that the program 
CHOOSER or CHOOSERII is needed, but I can't find 
it. Do I really need it? 

Subj: Re: IIGS and LaserWriter 

From: DHackerott 

Well, my girlfriend has an Apple//GS and a 
LaserWriter NT, so perhaps the config is the 
same??? 

If the LaserWriter is the only printer on the 
network an ordinary printer cable will suffice. If 
you plan to have another computer or printer, than 
you must invest in network cabling either from 
Apple<$$$) or 3rd party (some use standard 
telephone cable...) to get your act together. 

Of course you will have to make a decision on 
which serial port you wish to use, le... 
Printer(portl) or Modem(port2) which will become 
your AppleTalk port. In the Control Panel change 
that port to " YOUR CARD " to allow a change at 
slot 7 from " YOUR CARD " to " APPLETALK " . 
Once those changes have 
been made, you will have 
to COLD BOOT or power 
down and back up for the 
changes to become 
effective. At that time 
your GS specific 
applications (not ProDOS 
8 releated though) should 
be able to access the 
printer via CHOOSE ... 
from the FILE menu. If 
you are running under 
(Continued Page 8 Col. 1 ) 







System Disk 5.0 then you must 
use the Control Panel (NDA) to 
select your printer. NOTICE it 
has a button to load the 
ImageWriter Emulator??? That 
is the option necessary for 
ProDOS 8 Applications to 
recognise printing sent to SLOT 
7! Older versions of the OS 
required using a program known 
as CHOOSER II usually found 
in the APPLETALK folder on 
the SYSTEM DISK or the SYSTEM TOOLS disk. You 
may need to also use the NAMER II to name your 
printer, but I believe it will default with one for you. 

Above all, AppleTalk must be selected AND one of the 
Serial ports (the one the cable to your printer is going to) 
must be de-selected for the CHOOSERII or NAMERII to 
work. 

Hope this helps more than confuses you! 

Subj: Laser Printer Help on GS 

From: P Wilson 

I am trying to print from my GS to an NEC LC890 
"Silentwriter" laser printer. This is a postscript printer 
with Appletalk built in. The GS and printer are 
connected with a Localtalk cable with nothing else on the 
network. When I run Chooser.II, the GS recognizes the 
printer and displays "Silentwriter" in the righthand box 
but, when I click to select the printer, the message 
"Checking for presence of Imagewriter Emulator" stays on 
for a long time. The printer gives an "online processing" 
message but does nothing else and won't respond to a print 
command under Publish It2. All pertinent files are in 
the root directory of my startup disk and the ATINIT file 
is updated each time I try to initialize the printer. What 
am I doing wrong? Can anyone help, please? 

Sub): Printout? 

From: Herr Fixit 

Did you use the Installer on the G8JQ8 system tools 
disk to install AppleTalk and LaserWriter??? 

Subj: Re: Laser Printer Help on GS 

From: AFL TracyP 

I'll preface these comments by saying I have no 
experience with laser printers whatsoever. Having said 
that, I'll tell you that I read your message several times, 
and I can come up with only a couple of possibilities. 
One, make sure you have the printer set up to print via 
AppleTalk. If all the AppleTalk connections are there, 
and somehow the configuration is for directly connected 
printers, you may have a problem. Two, you say you 
have all the "pertinent" files in the root directory. 
Maybe you should make sure that the correct driver is in 
the */DRIVERS folder of your startup disk. 

I hope you don't feel that I've been demeaning, it's 
just that I really don't know where to start, so I thought 
I‘d just do some brainstorming. Hope it helps. 

Subj: Re: Laser Printer Help on GS 

From: P Wilson 

Thanx for the responses. Under GS/OS; 5.0 the 
initialization is apparently done thru the control panel. 
I installed the LaserWriter driver and used that from the 
panel to recognize the device but, when I click on the 
"ImageWriter Emulator" button, that data is not accepted 
by the printer (even though its in the form of a 
Postscript interpreter called "IWEM." 

Under the old operating system, I get the same result 
when I run Chooser.II. I tried putting IWEM in the 
driver folder as well but that didn’t help. The ATINIT 
file in is */System/System.Setup. I understand IWEM 
should be in the i same folder as P8 (in the case of 
Publish.lt, this is in the root directory. 

I'm awaiting an answer from NEC. There's a 
firmware upgrade that might make a difference. 
Meanwhile, would appreciate any further comments, 
especially if anyone is using an NEC LC890 on a GS 
without a file server! 

Subj: Re: Laser Printer Help on GS 

From: Harrington 

Your problem might have to do with the 
communication between the laser printer and the GS. 
There could be a problem with the protocol handshaking 
between the two. Do you have a Mac anywhere on your 
network? If so, you can run a program called Peek and 
see' what's going on on the network. If you send those 
results to me, I'll see if that is what your problem is. 
There have been a few instances where the printer is 
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waiting for the GS to send data and the GS is 
waiting for the printer. Anyways, it's nearly 
impossible to diagnose this problem without seeing 
those Peek results. 

Subj: Re: Laser Printer Help on GS 

From: P Wilson 

Thanks for your comments, Tim. I don't have a 
Mac on the network, just the GS via localtalk cable 
to the printer. I think the problem might be, as you 
point out, that the computer is waiting for the 
printer and the printer is waiting for the computer. 
I'm awaiting info from NEC on the current firmware 
revision. 

Subj: Re: Laser Printer Help on GS 

From: P Wilson 

NEC updated the firmware in by Slientwriter 
printer today to Revision No. 2 (Postscript Version 
47.0). Unfortunately, that did not correct the 
problem I'm having initializing with my GS. The 
result of running Chooser.II or initializing from the 
GS/OS 5.0 control panel is the same: "Silentwriter" 
appears on the GS screen but when the Imagewriter 
Emulator presence is being checked the message is 
"Selected printer is not responding." Any ideas ? 

Subj: Re Laser 

From: IanGl 

While we are prefacing, let me preface, by 
saying that I too have no direct experience, but, 
elsewhere, I think it's in the IIGS hardware folder, 
there were some messages indicating a way to hook 
an Apple laserwriter up using a direct connect 
cable, rather than Appletalk. If you are desparate, 
as you probably are by now, this may be something 
that is worth trying. Just removing the additional 
complexity of Appletalk... 

Subj: Solution Found 

From: P Wilson 

Well, I found the answer after nearly 3 weeks of 
struggling with several systems versions, 
imagewriter emulators, etc..: My transwarp card was 
causing the problem! The moment I set the speed to 
normal GS speed, 2.6 MHz, the laser printer started 
performing flawlessly! I * j ; j 

I'm going to advise Applied Engineering and see 
if they have an upgrade so I won't have to downshift 
every time I want to print. 



The next meeting is September 9, 1990^ 
at 1601 Cowan Cresent. The meeting starts 
at 1:30 PM. 
































































































